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" they try to make ignorant people believe it; but, in fact,
they do everything in their own studios."

" Well/' came from the other, now fully roused, " I have
been assured positively that, whatever their failings and
incapacity, they do give themselves the chance of getting at
truth by going to the fountain-head, so your statement to the
contrary surprises me. May I ask whether you speak
from heresay or from your own knowledge ? For indeed, I
was really made to believe that Millais and Holman Hunt,
with Collins, were living together last summer in Surrey,
and that there they painted the Ophelia, The Huguenot and
The Hireling Shepherd^ which were in the Academy this year."

" Not a word of truth in it; you have been entirely
imposed upon. I know them as well as I know myself."

"Personally?"

" Yes, and they are all thorough charlatans. Don't you
know how they do their landscapes? I will tell you. I've
seen them do it. When they want to paint a tree they have one
single leaf brought to them, and a piece of the bark, and they
go on repeating these until they have completed their Brum-
magem tree. They paint a field in the same manner, repeating
one single blade of grass until the whole space is covered ; and
they call that nature. Once, indeed, I did see the root of a
tree fresh from the ground taken into Millais' studio."

" By Jupiter! " ejaculated Hunt, " I am quite surprised
to learn that they are such barefaced imposters."

The other then went on his way, expressing pleasure that
he had been enabled to undeceive his ignorant acquaintance,
and calling back after he had gone a little distance, " You
may take my word for that." Hunt experienced no little
satisfaction in speculating upon the feelings of his informer
when at the Academy Exhibition of the coming year his
eye should light upon his present picture.